
South South Journal of Culture and Development Vol. 20(2) Sept, 2018
26

AFRICA AND THE CHALLENGE OF

:UNDERDEVELOPMENT:
ISSUES IN IMPERIALISM AND NEO-COLONIALISM

NDIFREKE S.UM0-UDO,

Department ofPolitical Science andPublic

Administration,

UniversityofUyo, Uyo,Akwa lbom State

And

ENEFIOK E. IBOK,

Department ofPublic Administration

Akwa lbom State University

ObioAkpa Campus

SUMMARY
The late 17"century sawAfricabeingincorporated into the

mainstream of the world capitalist system. It has been

argued thatAfrica's stateofdevelopment asatthis point in

timewas not at parity with the restofthe world. The study

adoptsa descriptiveapproach and seeks to mirror on the

processes that have been used to incorporate Africa into

the capitalist system which ofcourse has furtherled to her

under-developmentand its attendant consequences. The

study reveals that processes of imperialism which had

existed before independence still continue to persist and

are being perpetrated by the western powers through acts

ofNeo-colonialism and Dependency which does notallow

formeaningful development in the Third-world Countries.

It is seen that although African Countries make effons

towards development through various strategies, these

attemptsmeet with failure because of external influence

andinsincerity on the part of leaders. The papertherefore
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recommends Africa must extricate itself from western

economic grip by shunning their economic policies while

adopting policies that are amenable to theAfrican culture

andenvironment.
INTRODUCTION

From onset, people have shown a capacity for

independently increasing their ability to live a more
satisfactory life throughexploiting theresourcesof nature.
Tothis end,each continent independentlyparticipated in

theearlyepochs oftheextension ofman's controloverhis
environment-meaning in effectthat everycontinent can
point to a period of economic development which was
broughtabout as a result of indigenous expertise and
effort.

Africa as a continent was not left out, being the

original home ofman; it was obviously amajor participant

in theprocess in which human groups displayed an ever

increasing capacity to extract a living from the natural

environment.No wonder, in the early period, Africa was
the focusofthephysical development of man assuch,as
distinct from other living beings. Development was
universal because the conditions leading to economic

expansion were universal. Everywhere, man was faced

with thetask of survival by meeting fundamental material

needs,and providing better tools were consequences of
the interplaybetween human beingsand nature as part of

the struggle forsurvival. Human history is not a record of
advanceswithout contradictions. There were periods in

every part of the world when there were temporary
setbacksand actual reduction ofthe capacity to produce

basic necessities and otherservices for the population.

But the overall tendency was towards increase

production, and at given points of time the increase in the

quantity ofgoods and material wel-being of the people
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was associated with achange in thequalityorcharacter of

society.(Rodney, 1972).This change as it affectsthe third

world particularly Africa is ourmain focus.

TheoreticalFoundation

There are two broad competing paradigms or

models that seek to explain African underdevelopment.

These are theory of mnodernization and theory of

imperialism. The instrumentarium of the theory of

modernization has been derived from a convergence of

sources in the social sciences in the western societies

over a long period of time. The most contributions have

come from economists who have provided descriptions

and explanations of the great transformations that first

initiated the industrial revolution in the West. Similar

contributions have been made by sociologists who have

meticulously described and explained the enormous

transformations that occurred in the non-economic

institutions of these societies. What modernization

theorists most often end up with is in eventuating

ethnocentric practical recipes which admonish the p0or

societies to copy from them. In other wWords, join the

Calvinistic cult and experience a sudden leap into

modernity. (Ofiong,1980).

On the other hand, the theory of imperialism

derives itsconcepts from Marxist sources.They postulate

that the wealth and poverty of nations result from the

global process of exploitation. The point is that the

problem of the poor countries is not the lack of

technological know-how, cultural traits conducive to

development, or modern institutions, but that they have

been subjected to the exploitation of the international

capitalist system and its special imperialists agents, bon

domestic and alien. The infiltration ofwestern capital into

thepoor countries has resulted in situations characteriseo
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by what the economists term as "growth without

development asin the case of third world Africa, (Offiong.

1980).

Conceptual Clarification

The concept of underdevelopment does not mean
absence of development, because every people have

developedin oneway oranother and to agreaterorlesser
extent. Underdevelopment makes sense onlyasa means
ofcomparing levels ofdevelopment. It is very much tied to

the factthat human social development has been uneven

and from a strictly economic view-point some human
groups have advanced further by producing more and
becoming more wealthy, (Rodney, 1972 and Alakpiki,

2001).

Themoment that onegroup appears tobewealthier
than others, someenquiry is bound to take placeas to the

reason forthe difference or gap. For example,when we
compare third world Africa with Europe or North America,

we saythatAfrica is underdeveloped. Ourmain concern is

with the differences in wealth between on the one hand
Europe and North America and on the other hand Africa,

Asia and Latin America. At all times, the cardinal ideas
behind underdevelopment is a comparative one.
Iherefore, it is possible to compare the economic
Conditions at two different periods for the same country

and determine whether or not it had developed; it is

Possibletocompare theeconomies ofany twocountries or
setsofcountries atany givenperiod in time.

Another important component of modern
Underdevelopment is that it expresses a particular

elatonshipofexploitation namely, the exploitation ofone
untry by another. All of the countries named as
underdeveloped" in the world are exploited by other; and
the

underdevelopment with which the world is now pre-
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occupied is a product of capitalist, imperialist
and

colonialist exploitation.African andAsian societies

developing independently until they were taken ove
directly or indirectly by the capitalist powers. When tha

happened, exploitation increased and the export of

surplus ensued, depriving the societies of the beneft of

their natural resourcesand labour.

Historical Antecedent ofAfrica Underdevelopment:
A Recourse

As earlier observed,theword underdevelopmentis

a comparative word because there is no country

continent that is not developed. This notwithstanding,the

root of African underdevelopment can be traced to the

commercial slave trade that the Europeans introduced

into Africa.The fact is that therewas domesticslave trade

which was carried on between and among wealthy

Africans and Europeans alike and that was on a very

minute scale, while there was also Arab slave trade

especially in North-EastAfrica which was also on a very

small scale. But with the introduction of European salve

trade orcommercial slavetradefrom 1445 to 1870,Africa

suffered economically, politically, psychologically and

technologically. The European slavetraderobbedAfrica

of between 10 and 20 million able-bodied men and

women that were carted away to Europe, theAmericas.

West and East Indies plantations, (Alakpiki,2001).

European slave trade brought woes to Africa, for

about four centuries, the population remained stagnan

(1450– 1850),while other continents grew at abnormal

rates. This stagnation affected human resources as We

as economic base of Africa on the reverseside, for Tou

hundred years and above, the European and Amenca

were using African free labour to develop theiro
countries. But suffice tosay that beforetheintroduction



South South Journal of Culture andDevelopment Vol. 20(2) Sept, 2018 31

Europeanslavetrade,Africa was developing at thesame
pace with other continents with civilised empires and

kingdoms such as Mali, Bornu, Ghana and Oyo to

mention afew.These kingdoms and empires decimated
with the introduction ofimperialism and colonialism.

Anotherreason for African underdevelopment was
colonialism. Africa was seen asa source ofraw materials,

minerals and markets for economic development of

Europe and America. This condition has persisted till

today. Scholarsofeconomic development refer to this as
"Neo-colonialism or neo-imperialism". The contention

here is that African economy is regarded as an

appendage of the metropolitan economy, to be exploited
for enhancing the national power, profit, and prestige,

(Rodney,1972).The attendanteffects of European slave
trade and colonialism on Africa amounted to loss of

development opportunity associated with technological
advancement during the age of scientific inquiry. That
opportunity was lost because Africans were half-baked

educationally.

Integrating African Economy into Western Capitalist
Economy:An Organic Relationship

Colonialism was a factor that integrated African

economy into the world capitalist economy. Although
Arican economies were and are dominated, the point
nere is the effect of the paticularmanner in which they
navebeen integrated. So the organic relationship is the
process in which African economies were joint to the
Westerneconomies.

Theprocesses were;
Monetisation

African economies were monetised by annihilating

Pre-colonial currencies which had represented a
rudimentary monetisation, but were limited as currencies
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that they would have been serious
obstacles tofundamental monetization. They were

annihilated bydepreciation and displacement sothat tthe way was pavedfor the development of a modern
monetary

system.achieve this, first they encouraged wage labour ot
force-they do this by appropriating arable land fro
Africans and thus reducing them first to squaters
eventuallyto wagelabourers ontheir land. The

expansionofwage labournotonly had theadvantage of monetisinmthe economy but also of facilitating the control of ha
economy and amore reliablesupply oflabour.

Second, African economies were monetised by
imposing taxesand insistingon payment of taxes with the
European currency. The issue is that,paying of taxeswas
notnew to Africa, butwhat was new was therequirement
that the taxes be paid in European currency. Compulsory
payment of taxes in European currency was a critical

measure in the monetisationofAfrican economies aswell
as the spread of wage labour. Also, the ascendancy of

European currenciessawtheemergence ofmodern credit

system with the establishmentof modern banking system
(Ake,1981).

The organic relationship as it relates to cause and
effect is that the process of monetization went hand in

hand with the spread of capitalist relations of production
which led to the proleterianisation of the African peasan
aswell assomeAfrican entrepreneurs.It also wenthano
in hand with thedevelopment ofcapitalist institutionssucn
as themnoney market.These were to theadvantageottre

metropolitan orEuropean economy.
Imperialism ofTrade

Trade between the colony (Africa) and M

colonising power was a critical mechanism for the

integration of African economies into the European
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capitalist system. Trade imperialism promoted

complementarity, or interdependence, albeit an unequal
interdependencebetween theAfrican economies and the

metropolitan economies.Trade createdinterdependence

through complementarityby encouraging specialisation in

the primary production of raw materials needed by the
metropole, while the metropole specialised in

manufacturedgoods.The money income accruing to the
colony from colonialtradewent largely to theconsumption
of imported manufactured goods from the metropole.The
colony's ability to purchase manufactured goods
depended on its export earnings from primary products.

So the growth of incomes arising from trade merely

encouraged ever-rising demand for metropolitan imports

and encouraged its specialization in the consumption of

manufactured goods.
On the other hand, the European demand for

African primary products, and the brutally self-interested
way in which it was satisfied, led to a dependent
relationship. The colonizers went for minimum input for

maximum output.Tradeexpansion requiredsomeamount
of development,especially in thearea of infrastructures.A
minimum of infrastructure development was allowed to

take place in justthose placeswhere theywere necessary
Tor tapping particular primary products of interest to the
metropole. Roads and railways and other models of

Communicationwere developed to link the sources of raw
materials to the points of exit to Europe and other
metropolitan countries oftheWest.

Additionaly, colonial trade tended to destroy the

taditional crafts and craftsmanship in Africa. This is

Decause it floodedthe market with substitutes which were
cheaply produced but considered exotic, more desirable

� more functional by the African population than the
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traditional substitutes. Put these together, African

economies became incoherent, incapableof autocentric

growth and dependent upon the economies of the

advanced industrialized societies(Ake, 1981).

The Impact of Foreign Investment
Foreign investmentcreated linkages between the

metropolitan and colonial economies. Thiswas obvious,

because in trying to stimulate primary production in the

colonies was linked to the metropole. The spread

capitalism in the colony was integrative in more subtle but

effective ways. Itencouraged thegrowth of a smallclass

of indigenous capitalists who had common interestswith

foreign capital. Western capitalist encouraged
investmentin some infrastructural development as well

as the development of administrative system. Such

moneyused was not written off, rather, theemphasis was
on recovering such investment with a good return in the

shortest possible time. That meant a lot of emphasis on

the improvement onthe balance of payments which in

turn placed pressure on primary production.

As noted by Raul Prebish,market forces in the

global economy tend to work towards the transfer of

income from poor countries to rich ones. Incomes in the

African economies rosetooslowly to be very significant in

producing internally-generated industrialization or even

growth. Also, the investment in primary production did

very little to generate external economies. The point is

that foreign investment increased primary production

without significantly raising incomes, improving the

development of productive forces or even capital

accumulation, it did not hold much hope of the colony

breaking away from its role in the division of labour

established in the earlyperiods of colonialism between

thecolony and themetropole; (Ake,1981).
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From the above, we can say that Africa was being

underdeveloped for Europe to be developed. This shows

that development of Europe is a part of the dialectical

process in which Africa was underdeveloped, (Rodney

1972). At this point, one would expect that with the

attainment of independence by some African countries,

the tide would change in favour of third world Africa. An

examination of Neo-colonialism and post colonial

developmentwill prove theassertion right or wrong.

Neo-Colonialismand Post-Colonial Development of

Third World Africa

Neo-colonialism is seen as a situation in which a

country is in theory, independent and has all the outward

trappings of international sovereignty. In reality its

economicsystem and its political policy is directed from

outside. The neo-colonial state is controlled by the

colonial power that formerly ruled the territory in question.

Itis alsoseen asaprocess ofhanding independence over

to theAfrican people with one hand, only to take it away

with the other hand, in otherwords,African countries were

given flag or political independence without economic

independence(Nkrumah,1970).
A change from colonialism to neo-colonialism in all

colonised territories followed an intense and protracted

struggles aimed at achieving independence. The
independencewon,following these struggles wasand still

remains nominal or pseudo independence, since the
Tormer colonial power still exercise political, economic
and social control of the former colonies, (Okereke and
Ekpe, 2002). Therefore colonial political economy
established the material and institutional foundation for

the
development tofthe neo-colonial economy,(Williams,

1980).

With the social and institutional foundation put in ,
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place, thetransition tothe neo-colonial political economy
was easy. The development of neo-colonial

economy
needed the granting of independence or the transferof

state authority into indigenoushands to giveasemblance
ofindependence and theexercises ofsOvereignauthority

(Williams, 1980).The limited independence granted is

evidence by neo-colonial economy which is characterised

by expatriate domination of investment opportunities.

made possible by access to credit, technology and

managerialskills necessary forindustrial production. This

resulted in a situation which stalls the accumulation and

re-investment ofcapital by indigenousentrepreneurs who

lack the resources necessary to compete with

multinational corporations. This resulted in the reduction

of indigenousentrepreneurs to compradors bourgeois.

Put it the other way, indigenous entrepreneursbecame
agents orintermediaries between foreign interestand the

indigenouspolity and economy.justas theyalso turnedto

thestateforcapital and contracts, (Williams, 1980).

We shall examine different facets of neo

colonialism or neo-imperialism ranging from cultural,

political and economic neo-colonialism.

Cultural neo-colonialism; this is made possible

througheducation and training. The introduction offormal

education marked the formalised process of cultural

imperialism. Colonial education was a misdirected or

misrepresentation of reality. Colonial education

encouraged itsreceivers toglorify allthings European and

look down on all things African which helpedto cultivatein

the colonized, inferiority complex. The culture of Africa

was portrayed as uncivilised and primitive, while that or

Europe and America were extolled.African names were

dropped, local languages abandoned, the tradition an0

culture ofthe people relegated in preference forall thing
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foreign.This extornal mind-sotwhich still porsists
till today perpetuated neo-colonialism and loft tho Third

World psychologically and socially disoriented, (Okereke
andEkpe,2002).

Political neo-colonialism: most third world African
countries in spite of the claim to independence and
sovereign status, are stillindirectly under the control of

foreign powers. This could be seen by their internal

politics and policies being defined, determined and
directed from external sources. Before independence,

colonizersindoctrinated acrop ofindigenous leaders who
took over the mantle of leadership and used them to

further the cause of imperialism. These local leaders
ensured that their countries were and are still controlled

by the external forces that enthroned them by being

subjectand loyal to them.
Also, ne0-colonial political order is seen by the

post-colonial states of the Third World whose political

processes, and the institutions of state bureaucracy are

directed by external forces. This according to Okereke

and Ekpe (2002) is made possible by surrogates of the

Imperialist powers who, as indigenous political leaders,

have been nurtured by thesepowers, not only to assume

leadershipof their post-colonial states,but while there,to

Usestate apparatus to ensure the dominationand control

oftheir society.

Neo-colonial control is further seen in Third World

African military formation/institution whose members are

rained in foreign institutions and whose operational

equipment are sourced from the western Military

Industrial Complex. The Third World Africa depended

eavily and still depend on the western power for their

Security need.The danger is that neo-colonialdependent

Telationship remains that Third World Countries cannot
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pursue an independent security and strategic
intereststhat differ from that of their foreign masters. An
attempttowardthat direction was andiis always met with

frustration
by the colonial masters, example is Nigeria

Military
Industrial Complex established in 1965 with

nothing
tangible emanating from it compared with similar fir

establishedthe same yearin Brazil,(Okereke andEkpe,2002, Ibezim, 1991).
Economic neo-colonialism; this is seen in the

expatriate domination of invested opportunities
occasioned by their easy access to credit facilities

superior technology and managerial skills. Since
indigenous entrepreneurs lack the resources.
technological and managerial skill, they cannot compete
effectively with foreign companies. Economic domination
of Third World Africa by Western power is made possible

through multi-national corporations. This domination
hindered the development of an independent national

bourgeoisie capable of internally generated and initiated

development, thus retarding development in these
societies, (Okereke and Ekpe, 2002). By means of

multinational corporations profits are not re-invested in the

host countries which could have stimulated economic

activities and authocentric growth,rather,such profitsare

exportedaway by what is known as capital flight. This is

further worsened by acts such as tax evasion, under
declaration of profit and over-invoicing among others. No
wonder Nkrumah (1966) sees the multinational

Corporations as epitomes of neo-colonialism and hence

agent ofimperialism.

The above facts about Third World Africa vis-a-vis

Western powers or capitalists can be seen by Nkrumah's

Revolutionary Path which he summarised about

colonialism, thus:
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Itismore insidious, complex anddangerous
thanthe old colonialism. It not onlyprevents
its victims from developing their economic
potential for theirown use, but it controls the
political life of the country,and supports the
indigenous bourgeoisie in perpetuating the
oppression and exploitation of the masses.
Under colonialism, the economic systems
and political policies of independent
territories are managed and manipulated
from outside, by international monopoly
financecapital in league with the indigenous

bourgeoisie...a single productive process is

divided between states. Communication,

banking,insurance,and otherkey services
are controlled by neo-colonialists. The
regional economic groupings in Africa have
been encouraged, controlled by neo
colonialists, which therefore further

strengthen international finance capital.

Backing up these processes, the power of

international monopoly finance is used to

force downthe price ofraw materials, and to

keep up the price of foreign manufactured

goods(Nkrumah,1973:310).
The third world African predicament as summarised by
Nkrumah is further seen in independent African countries
eorts toward their economic development and
mancipation in their strategies of economic and
industrial development such as' import substitution,

ndigenisation policy, Structural Adjustment Programme
(SAP),

technology transfer etc. All these attempts met

with
failures because of external influence andlack of

focus and
sincerity on the part of African leaders in



South South Journal ofCulture and Development Vol. 20(2)Sept, 2018 40

implementing these policies. The situation persists till

date.

CONCLUSION
From theforegoing, we see thatunderdevelopment

of Third World Africa did not come by accident, rather, it

was and stillremains a calculated attemptby thewestern

capitalist countries. This condition will persist if the

existing capitalist relationsof production are maintained,

and if the dependence of Africa on international capital

continues. So forAfrica to be free, it has to extricate itself

fromWestern economic, politically and technological grip.

Africa mustcome togethertoform a solidarity group,both
political and economic.Above all,African leadersmust be

willing to pursue changes with all amount of sincerity

taking into cognizance local contents as applicable to

African ecology as against western imposed
methodology.
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